
Grey PowerGrey Power
Whangārei

Grey Power
Quarterly Newsletter

 www.greypowerwhangarei.org Issue One 2020                      



Grey Power Whangarei Inc.
PO Box 964, Whangarei 0140

General enquiries
George Snell 09 437 5550

Membership enquiries
Lynette Fox 09 436 1822
Email  lynfrankiefox@gmail.com

EXECUTIVE
President:
George Snell 09 437 5550
Email  gsnell49@gmail.com
Vice President:
Jim Beniston 09 437 3827
Email  jimbeniston6@gmail.com
Treasurer:
Ken Goodhue 09 430 3826
Email  kenandvalerie@xtra.co.nz
Membership Secretary: 
Lynette Fox 09 436 1822
Email  lynfrankiefox@gmail.com

Committee Members:
Rob Anderson 09 435 5605
Email  robanderson@xtra.co.nz
Irene Bamber 09 459 1946
Jim Beniston 09 437 3827
Ken Goodhue 09 430 3826
Email  kenandvalerie@xtra.co.nz
Annette Moncur 09 436 3286
Email  annette.moncur@gmail.com
Jennifer Scott 09 433 1180
Email  gghealthnz@gmail.com
Maxine Tucker 09 437 6242
Ford Watson 09 435 3450
Email  ford.annie@xtra.co.nz

Cover Picture: ����������������������� in 
Water Street, a calm retreat in the city’s heart.

Thanks to our Sponsors

American Income Life
Calders Design & Print Co.

Eves Real Estate
Kamo Club Inc.

Morris & Morris Funerals

www.facebook.com/GreyPowerWhangarei

Disclaimer: � e information contained in 
this publication is given in good faith and 
has been derived from sources believed to 
be reliable and accurate. Neither Grey Power 
Whangarei  Inc, nor any person involved in 
the presentation of this publication accepts 
any liability for its contents, including 
advertisements, editorials, opinions, or for 
any consequences from the use thereof.

This Newsletter is designed and printed by 
Calders Design & Print Company Ltd
4 Bougainville Street, Port Whangarei, 
Whangarei 0110
Freephone: 0800 733 113
Tel: 09 430 3113
Email: info@calders.co.nz
www.calders.co.nz

Future Committee Meetings
• Monday 9 March
• Tuesday 14 April
• Monday 11 May



President’s Word
I hope you all had a pleasant Christmas 
and have settled into 2020, it’s hard to 
believe that two months of this year have 
passed already.

In our last newsletter I said that I had 
resigned as President effective at the end 
of 2019. After a lot of arm twisting from 
Committee Members I have agreed to 
continue as President.

It was sad to learn that our Webmaster, 
Bill Baxter, passed away just before 
Christmas. His service to Grey Power will 
be missed. I have now also taken on the 
role of Webmaster and you will notice 
a few changes on our website https://
www.greypowerwhangarei.org, one being 
the “More Useful Links” that links to 
information of interest to Senior Citizens. 

I wish to thank Ford Watson for taking 
on the role of Newsletter Editor, thus 
freeing Lynette Fox to concentrate on the 
Membership portfolio where membership 
has increased to just over 1000 and 
continues to grow.

We are still on the search for a Treasurer 
and now with the very recent resignation 
of Pearl Newman, a Secretary as well. If 
you feel confident and willing to fill either 
of these vacancies, please contact me 
directly.

Thanks to those of you who attended the 
Christmas Luncheon on the 5th December, 
the attendance was small but the function 
was very enjoyable.

Our last newsletter had an article on Long 
Term Memberships but we got very little 
response to this article so the matter will 
not be taken any further at this stage.

As you are probably all aware now, Kiwi 
Bank has gone cheque free from the 
28th February this year. To this end your 
Committee has opened a Bank account 
with the Auckland Savings Bank so that 
those who wish to pay their subscription 
renewal by cheque may do so and we 
will be able to bank all cheques with the 
Auckland Savings Bank.
I hope some of you have had the chance 
to see the seat your Committee donated 
on your behalf at the Whangarei Falls, 
this looks very grand sitting there with 
the Grey Power plaque on it. This year, 
we will again be considering another 
similar project with the monies donated 
by members when they renew their 
membership. If anyone has any suggestion 
for an organisation or similar they would 
like this money donated to please contact 
one of your Committee and this can be 
considered at the appropriate time. The 
donation would be for $1,000.00.
George Snell 
President 

New Committee Member

WELCOME
Welcome to Jennifer Scott, who 

has joined our committee. We are 
always looking for more committee 
members to ensure we get as wide 
a spread of input into the running 
of Grey Power as possible. If you 

have the time to attend a monthly 
meeting, please contact President 

George Snell direct.



Membership 
Secretary’s Report
Yes, it is that time of the year again – 
Membership Renewal.
The golden-coloured form enclosed 
with this newsletter is what you need to 
fill in and return to me, along with your 
subscription amount.
The majority of members now choose to 
pay on line and this is great, but please 
remember to include your surname with 
this payment so your payment can be 
recognised and please send back the 
Membership Subscription form. This 
can be emailed back to me so no postal 
charges are involved or you can just phone 
me and let me know if any of your details 
have changed over the past year.
Please try and send your subscription 
as soon as possible around the 1st April 
as last year there were some very late 
payers. It is hoped that you can all pay 
your renewal no later than 30th June 
and remember if you are receiving Grey 
Power Electricity you must be a fully paid 
up financial member of Grey Power or 
your rate of electricity charges will be 
increased.
For those of you who only joined Grey 
Power in the past three months you do not 
need to pay any membership subscription 
fees until 2021, or for the few of you who 
paid for two years at last year’s renewal 
time, this applies to you as well, so please 
disregard the membership form sent 
with this newsletter, or perhaps give it to 
a friend to join. If unsure, please do not 
hesitate to contact me by email or phone.
Looking forward to you all flooding my 
Email Inbox or our Post Office Box with 
your renewals.
Lynette Fox
Membership Secretary

March Quarterly Public Meeting

1.30pm Tuesday 17 March 2020.

Kamo Club, Meldrum Street, 
Kamo, Whangarei.

Refreshments will be served at 
the conclusion of the meeting.

Raffle Table.

Get your newsletter 
emailed
It’s time to make another call to those of 
you who would like the Whangarei Grey 
Power newsletter emailed to you, rather 
than printed, enveloped and posted.
When the last call was made a couple of 
years ago, there were only a handful of 
you and it was decided not to proceed. 
However, times change and the benefits of 
collecting the newsletter from your inbox 
instead of your mailbox are twofold: Grey 
Power will save money, and you will have 
saved some of the planet’s resources.
We have discussed electronic distribution 
with IT consultant Vince Cocurullo, and 
he has assured us he can set up an email 
system at no charge to Grey Power.
An added benefit will be that if you 
register to receive the e-newsletter, the 
association will also be able to pass on 
direct any pertinent news and information 
it receives.
So, please, if you are willing to receive 
an electronic version of the newsletter, 
register by emailing greypwrwhg@gmail.
com. Include your name in your email so 
we can remove it from the mailing list.



Keep up with 
banking changes
Trading banks will continue this year to 
reduce services, particularly in the areas of 
cheques and cash handling.
Already the BNZ no longer accepts deposits 
into non-BNZ accounts, and from March 1 
Kiwibank is moving to go cheque-free. It 
will no longer accept cheque deposits, and 
other banks may stop accepting Kiwibank 
cheques.
Inland Revenue will no longer accept 
cheques if customers have an alternative 
payment available – direct debit, automatic 
payment or internet banking.
Also from March 1, NZ Post does not accept 
cheques to pay for over-the-counter 
purchases or bill payments.
It should be expected all banks will reduce 
cheque services sooner or later, and it 
would be wise to discuss your options with 
your bank. 

Postshop on the 
move
Postshop is changing its postal and bill 
payment services in Whangarei.
From 18 March, postal and bill payment 
services are relocating from the Whangarei 
Postshop at 16 Rathbone Street to Paper 
Plus Whangarei at 51 Cameron Street.
Kiwibank is staying in the current location 
as a stand-alone bank, and the PO Box 
lobby will also remain in its current 
location.

Unwanted door 
knockers face �nes
Legislation banning unwanted door-to-
door sales in New Zealand is expected to 
pass this year.
The Fair Trading Amendment Bill’s main 
thrust is to outlaw unfair treatment of 
small companies by large ones – banning 
large companies from requiring the smaller 
companies they do business with to accept 
unfair and one-sided contract terms.
Among its provisions, however, is legal 
status being given to ‘Do not knock’ signs 
put out by homeowners to deter door-to-
door salespeople.
Consumer NZ has long campaigned for the 
stickers to have teeth as a significant boost 
for consumer protection and some 450,000 
of the stickers have been distributed. 

Australia has already made it an offence to 
ignore such stickers.
Under the Fair Trading Amendment Bill, 
salespeople who ignore “Do not knock” 
signs will face fines of up to $10,000, and 
their employers will face fines of up to 
$30,000.



Call for 
membership drive
The Grey Power Zone 1 meeting at Kerikeri 
in December voted unanimously to 
forward a submission to the Grey Power 
Federation that an annual national 
membership drive be instituted. 
The meeting recommended that the 
Federation undertake a week-long major, 
national advertising campaign to raise 
Grey Power’s profile and attract new 
members.
The proposal was that the Federation 
would fund this national campaign, and 
all Grey Power Associations would swing 
in behind it with local advertising within 
their own areas.
The meeting felt a combined effort from all 
associations, led by the Federation Board, 
would create a greater public and media 
profile for Grey Power, and that such a 
push to boost membership was essential 
prior to this year’s General Election.

Phone books can be 
ordered
People who want the residential 
telephone numbers and addresses of 
householders in Northland – or the White 
Pages – have to order them, as they are 
no longer distributed automatically.
The phone book delivered late last year 
contained only business addresses and 
numbers – the Yellow Pages.
The White Pages will no longer be 
delivered unless ordered. If you want a 
copy of the White Pages, call 0800 031103 
or go to www.ypgbooks.co.nz. You may 
order up to three books.

Bee Card needed 
for free bus travel
From April 1, your SuperGold Card will no 
longer be a ticket to free non-peak bus 
travel in Whangarei.
Bus operator CityLink will switch 
completely to Bee Card, a new prepay 
card you will need to continue to access 
free travel.
Instead of showing your SuperGold Card 
to the bus driver, you will need the Bee 
Card to tag on and tag off the bus using 
the card readers by the door or the 
driver’s console.
Obtaining a Bee Card is very simple. 
Just drop into the Rose Street bus depot 
between 8am and 5pm and the staff 
will take your details and register your 
card on the Northland Regional Council 
SuperGold account that has been set up 
to assist with this process.
Alternatively, order your Bee Card online 
at www.beecard.co.nz
The Bee Card readers on the bus will 
recognise you are a SuperGold Card 
customer entitled to travel free in off-
peak hours.
If you use the bus during peak hours, the 
fare will be $2 cash, or you can top up 
funds on your Bee Card via the website 
or at Rose Street. If you use the card only 
at off-peak times (9am to 3pm and after 
6.15pm) there is no need to have any 
money on the card.
You need to carry your SuperGold Card 
when using the bus as proof of your 
eligibility for free travel.



EVES Whangarei  
 11 James Street, Whangarei
 09 438 0071

  
is the EVES contact  
for Grey Power

If you have any questions regarding 
real estate, or you are considering 

selling, give Wendy a call today.

 027 411 4477  
 wendy.forshaw@eves.co.nz
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